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either side of the frontier) being at stake, Government will
not hesitate to meet him half-way.

" 9. His Excellency would ask the Madras Government
to consider the trans-Godavari districts, which are mainly
composed of permanently settled estates, by themselves and
apart from the rest of the Presidency, and to agree to the
imposition at the Ganjam works of a duty intermediate
between the general Southern Indian and the Bengal rates,
but not exceeding a maximum of Rupees 2-8; and at other
works lying between Ganjam and the mouth of the Goda-
vari of a graduated duty bridging over the difference
between that adopted for Ganjam and that south of the
Godavari, which will be the general South-Indian rate. In
pursuance of the same policy, His Excellency purposes to
lower the rate of duty now levied on salt manufactured in
the Pooree district to Rupees 2-12-0, and on that produced
in the Cuttack district to Rupees 3, thus by a series of easy
steps connecting the low duty of Rupees 1, 13 annas of
Madras with the Rupees 3-4 duty at Calcutta.

" 10. These measures, however (designed to shade off
gradually the harsh lines of demarcation of widely different
rates) are, although necessary adjuncts, subsidiary to the
main question on which depends the possibility of abolish-
ing the 800 miles of the Central Provinces line. At the
existing general rates of duty, the proposition could not be
entertained.

"11. In His Excellency's opinion, a certain increase to
the duty in Southern India is inevitable, but he entirely
concurs in the views expressed by His Excellency the
Governor of Madras in a recent Minute, that that increase
cannot be large, and he hopes, in consultation with the
Governors of Madras and Bombay, to be able to settle its
exact amount satisfactorily to them, and yet without loss of
revenue to the State.

" 12. Assuming the various measures above indicated to
be adopted, His Excellency believes that an uniform rate of
Rupees 2 for Southern India, exclusive of the trans-Goda-
vari districts, where it would range from Rupees 2 at Coco-